Subject Description Form

Subject Code APSS451
Subject Title Social Policy
Credit Value 3
Level 4
Pre-requisite / Nil
Co-requisite/
Exclusion
Assessment
Methods
100% Continuous Assessment Individual Group
Assessment Assessment
1. Term paper 50% --
2. Seminar -- 35%
3. Participation 15% --
Note:
- The grade is calculated according to the percentage assigned;
- The completion and submission of all component assignments are
required for passing the subject; and
- Student must pass all components if he/she is to pass the subject.
Objectives To enable students to:
1. acquire an in-depth understanding of theories and concepts in
relation to current social policy issues
2. nurture analytical skills to evaluate existing social policies critically;
and
3. develop a critical and integrative perspective for policy suggestion
with reference to the Hong Kong context.
Intended Learning a. anally;e anii 1ntte?l)1ret .5001311 policy ta.nd related social issues by
Outcomes applying relevant theories and concepts;
b. evaluate the outcomes of the existing social policy and services
critically; and
c. propose ways to improve the existing social policy and services for

social welfare of Hong Kong citizens
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Subject Synopsis/
Indicative Syllabus

1. Definition and scope
- Boundary and aims of social policy
- History of social policy development
- Relationships between social policy and social work

2. Concepts in social policy analysis
- Social changes and policy making
- Welfare state
- Types of welfare benefits
- Equality, equity, and social justice

3. Political ideologies of social welfare
- Social Democracy
- New Right
- Third Way
- Marxism
- Post-modernism/Feminism

4. Selected topics on current issues in social policy
- Social policy for ageing societies
- Housing inequalities and housing policy
- Poverty and social security
- Globalization and global social policy

This subject consists of a series of related lectures and seminars. Since the

Teaching/L i . . . .. L
Me;;()l(lilflogearnlng major aim of this subject is to develop critical thinking and strengthen
o analytical power, an interactive approach is adopted to encourage
discussions and debates on policy issues. Policy issues and case studies
will be highlighted in lectures for discussion. Students are also required to
present in seminar on selected policy issues, through which they learn to
develop knowledge in a specific area and to articulate their arguments
systematically.
Assessment
Methods in Specific assessment % Intended subject learning
Alignment with methods/tasks weighting | outcomes to be assessed
Intended Learning (Please tick as appropriate)
Outcomes
a| b c
1. Term paper 50% vViv | v
2. Seminar Presentation 35% vViv |V
3. Participation 15% Viv |V
Total 100%

Term paper

Students are required to submit an individual term paper of 2,000 words
on a specific topic. The term paper should be presented clearly in an
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academically relevant approach; factual evidence as well as analytical
reasoning are both necessary. Applying concepts, theories, and principles
is required in the analysis. It is also necessary for the students to present
their evidence and arguments systematically in a well-framed structure.

Seminar Presentation and Participation

Students in small groups will prepare and conduct presentation on selected
issues relating to local social policy. They are expected to sort out
information and organise data/evidence systematically to make an
effective presentation to the class. Students are also expected to motivate
fellow students to take part in discussions and debates. They should
respond to questions and criticisms appropriately. Their performance in
seminars will be assessed on both group and individual basis. The
seminars will provide a platform for participatory learning to brush up
students’ analytical ability and to develop skills in effective
communication in policy discussion.

Student Study Class contact:
Effort Expected
= Lectures 24 Hrs.
= Seminars 15 Hrs.
Other student study effort:
= Reading Subject Materials 50 Hrs.
* Preparation for Seminar Presentation 16 Hrs.
= Term Paper Writing 20 Hrs.
Total student study effort 125 Hrs.
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